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AtTestaTions &c. ¢ oniinued. 


No. VII. From the Rev. Mr. Roceres junior, Paflor 
of the 24 Church im Kittery, in the County of York 


Y Heart and Affeétions are with all of you who love 
our Lorn Jesus Curis in fincerity, and f 
real Friends to the glerreus Il ort ef Pt CF. et 4 


has been begun and carried onin je remarialic a Manner in our 
Lend, and by fuch Inftruments,as he has been pleated to ra 


up, and honour with wonderfulSuccet I hope now 
together you wil] be putting up unit {i’ra fir ¢ 

He Ap of the Church, for the farther £ fufon of the at escto 
SPIRIT » tn hus atewbhenene .conrurn img a ’ rtieg icf crs, 
and that the dear Children of God m , ts { 
grounded in Faith and Love, and abound in ai grad Prusts 
theresf: And that the Lown would " 
more fkilful, farthful and induftrious | an , 
forth into h » Harvett ; for indeed the Llarvc/ , t of 
the Labourers are frm I fhould not for ip i 
Time, in difputing with thote who are () » tf viav 
ous Work of Goo's fewercign rich f Cr , bu mn 
carrying them to the Dhrome of Grrace and wrettle with 
the L RD to pen theirk yes,anc cngarc then 
rience of the Work in their own Souls to rar (ti fierir | 
gractousOperatis of bss Hon vSetary os the Peart; of rey, 
and that ef allSertiinonePlace FS anesthe. 1} ny own Part, 
I want a Heart to conceive, and a I to exprets the ( 
ligations lam under to admure, adore and P \ 


the Lord, bot {0¢ rreat Thing: "¢ Dadi 2Ms, aie | 
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(1 truft) he will do for his People in this Land; and that he 
has fpar’d me the chief of Sinners, to fee this Day of bis wan- 
derful Grace : Oh Praife, praife him, on my Behalf ; and alfo 
wrettle for me when neareft to his Seat, that, I may know 
the Love of Curis which indeed pafleth Knowledge, and 
that it may conftratn me to love and live to him. --- 

But this is the Confolation, The Lorn reigneth ; there is no 
Wifdom, nor Counfel, nor Underjflanding agamft him ; he will 
carry on his own Work in hisown Way ; Not by Might,nor 
by Power, but by my Spirit, faith the Lorp of Hofts : Here 
we may reft. [hope you w ho are Friends to this Day, will 
have the Guidance of theory Spirit in drawing u p fo me- 
thing in Favour of this glorious Work, that the Subjcés and 
Pyiends of it abread, may praife Gon for what he has done 
among his People here: And if you fhould ‘be led to this, 
would it not be proper to fend a Draft of it to thofe who 
could not be prefent with you, that not .a Hand may be 
wanting where-ever there is an Heart for it. And, O+ that 
fomething may be faid againffi ARMINIANISM as well as 
ANTINOMIANISM. I wifh you much of the Prefence of 
CHRist, and that whatever may be debated, may be with 
HIs SPmRIT, and iflue in his Glory. 


I am your Brother and Friend 11 the dear Jesus, 
Sohn Rogers. 
Kittery, July 4. 1743. 


No. VIEL. From feven Rev. Paftors in the County of 
Hampthire. 


Reverend and Honoured Sirs, 

W >Hereas an Advertifement hath lately been publifhed, 
wherein it is fignitied, that it is the Defire of a Num- 
ber of Minifters that there fhould bea meeting of all fuch AZi- 
niflers in this Province as are perfwaded that there has of late 
been a happy Revival of Religion in the Land, at Beffen, the 
Day after Commencement, to give a joint TesTIMONY to the 
late & grious Work of Ged’s Grace, and to confult what fhould 
be done to promote this Work, and to fupprefs thofe Things 
that bring a Reproach upon it and hinder it ; and in the fame 
Advertifement it is defired that if any fuch Minifters are not 
able to be prefent at this Interview,they would not fail to fend 
their 
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‘ 


their Te/imeny and Thoughts inWriting : We whofe Names 
are fubfcribed to this, living at a great Diftance, and our Cix- 
cumftances not well slowing us to go fo great a Journey at 
the Time propofed, would hereby fienify ; That accordine to 
what Underftanding we have of the Nature of Chriflianity, aed 
the Obfervation we have had Opportunity to make, we juc ge 
that there has been within the laft two Years and an half, a 
bleffed Out-pouring of the Spirit or Gon in this County, in 
awakening and converting Sinners, ant in inlightnirg, qrieis Z 
and builaing up Saintsin Faith, Ho: linefs and C omfart 3 whi igh 
bas been atiended in great Numbers with an abi ding Altcratie 
and Reformation of "Di fpofition and Behaviour. “Avd particu: 
larly we would hereby declare to the Glory of GOD’sGrac e, 
that we sudve that there has been a happy Revival of Relizion 
in the Congregations that have been committed to cur pa/loralCar 
and that there are many in them that, by abiding Manifeftations 
of a ferious, religious and humble Spirit, and a con/cientiousCare 
and Watchfulne{s i in their Bebavisur towards GOD aud Man, 
give all Grounds of Charity towards them, as having bgen fincere 
in theProfeffion they have made. And however thet e has bee: 1, 
efpecially in fame Places, a Mixture of FPauthujia/m and falje 
Re! gion, and /2 me have run into great Brews in their Cen- 
duct, and fome have fallen away, and there is a Declenfion in 
oshite thafis to be lamented ; yet we think the FA ba: 
been fuch, ¢ and fiill continues ta be fu: hb, as "9 aves ma Room rear 
fonably to doubt of GOD's having been wonderfully in the anay 
admire and extal the Riches of his Grace in doin 2 fuch great Thin: I 
for us. ------ 

Thus Rev. Sirs, Begging of him that he would be with yoy 
in your Meeting, and gi uide you in your Thoughts and Con- 
clufions with Refpeet te » thefe Things, and dire@t you to that 
which may be for his Glory and the Profperity of Zion, and 
defiring your Prayers to GOD for us, a and the Flocks com- 
mitted to our Care, we remain 

Honoured and dear Sirs, 
Your Brethren and Fellow-Servants 


in the Gofpel Miniftry, 


Stephen Williams, Pajlor of a Ci itr in Springfield. 

Pete r Raynolds, Pajior of the C! in Enfield. 

Jonathan E.lwards, Pajicr of i! ibe C! 2uYCD Lit Northampton 
&, 2 Samuel 














oe ee a” 
ati seteeiine 


Se 
+ OF <A ta Ss. A CEC 


ae 


= 
eT 











180 Atteftations. 


Samuel Allis, Pa/for of the Church in Somers. 

John Woodbridge, Pa/tor of the fecond Church in Hadley. 

David Parfons, jun. Paffor of the third Church in Hadley. 

Edward Billing, Pa/for of the Church in Coki-Spring. 
County of Hampphire June 30. 1743. 


No. |X. From two other Rev. Minifters in the County 
of ttampthire ; who having feen the abovefaid At- 
teftation, they in another Letter exprefs their Concur- 
rence therewith in the following Terms.--- 


Hadley, June 29. 1743. 
His Line occafioned by a Paper fign’d by fome of cur Fa- 
thers and Brethren in the Minifiry in this County refpeQt- 
ing the date happy Revival of Religion, waitson you to let you 
know, that we can heartily join with thofe Kev. Gentlemen in 
giving our TESTIMONY to every Thing there inferted concern- 
ing the late Revival of the great and glorious Work of divine 
Grace in our own and the neighbouring Churches : The happy 
Fruits wherecf are confpicuous.in the Lives and Conver {ations of 
many of our late Converts efpecially. 
Timothy Woodbridge, Paftor of the Church in Hatheld. 
Chefter Williams, @ Paftor of the fir/? Church in Hadley. 


No. X. From the Rev. Mr. Purnam, Paflor of the 
2d Church in Reading, im the County of Middiciex. 


I Find that Such of cur Brethren who are per fwaded there hath 

of late beena happy Revival of Religion thro’ an extraordinary 
divine Influence in many Parts of this “Land, are defired to ma- 
nifeft the fame, either by giving their Prefence at the appointed 
Meeting, or by writing. ‘The Circumttances of my Health 
makes riding gricvous to me: but J am ready and that freely 
and I hope thankfully to declare that I have had the Opportu- 
nity, thro’ the tender Compaffions of a merciful GOD, to 
fee much of the gracious Work of GOD in the Revival of 
decaying Religion among the People committed to my pafto- 
ral Care ; ; and this sunialens fuch Diferders and Extreams that 
are fo much complain’d of in many -Places: the Worfhip of 


GOD not diflurned. And to give you ag brief an Account 
as I can. 


Sometime 
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Sometime the beginning of March 1742, under a Senfe of 
the great Decay of Religion among us, we kept a Day of Faf- 
ing and Prayer, to feek to GOD for the pouring out of H18 
Spirit upon us: and GOD was pleafed out of his abundant 
Grace to give us /peedy An/wers of Prayer. For the fpace of 
fove or fix Weeks, more or lefs of my People younger and elder 
came to my Houfe every Day in the Week except Sabbaths ; 
and manifeftly under a Work of Comiétion, deeply concerned 
for che State of their Souls, and many of them expreffing 
themfelves in thefe Words ; O Sirs, what hall 1 do, what 
foall 1 do to get rid of my Sins? Complaining of the Load of 
Guilt on their Confciences, and of the Power'of Sin in their 
Souls, of the hardne/s of their Hearts, and of the Seafe of 

3OD’s Wrath due to them: And fome fignifying to me, 
that they even now felt what they only before knew as by Hear- 
fay; that the Heart ts fo defperately wicked, and by Nature fo 
unfit for Heaven. Some when they heard Mention made of 
Curist and of the Mercy of GOD; I cannot relate the 
greatne/s of the Diftrefs that it put them into, to confider that 
their Sins were againft fuch Mercy, fuch Love ! 

But I will not inlarge. I know this was the Work of the 
Spirit of Gop asa Spirit of Bondage and Fear, thus con- 
vin-ing and humbling them: And the moft of thefe we have 
Grounds to hope have been fince as fully convinced of Righte- 
oufne/s and of Fucgment, of the Al/ufficiency of CHRIsT as 
Pricft and King ; as they were convinc’d of their Sims and 
Mifery before ; and we charitably hope have experienced by 
Faith in Him through the Merits of his Righteoufnefs, and 
the Power of his Grace, that Re/ that he gives to fuch weary 
Souls that receive him with their whole Heart: And there 
has been large Additions to the Church confidering the Num- 
ber of the People. And not onlv has this been the happy 
Cafe of fome that were without the vi/ible Church, but even 
feveral of the Members of the Church have been very deeply 
concerned about the State of their own Souls : And I hope it 
has been for their everlafting Good. The Spirit of GOD 
has in Mercy to our Souls been as a refining Fire in this Re- 
fpect, I truft I can fay ; and has fearch’d this Ferufalem as 
with Candles: And I hope that both Foolish and Wife have 
been awakened now while Oy/ and Increafe thereof may be 
had. And not toinlarge, asT might do, I would mention 
ene Inflance in particular: A Sifter of our Church aged Ninety 
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one Years, who hath been under De/ertion even to a very great 
Degree for absve twenty Years, (who was efteem’d converted 
in Youth) fhe in this Time has been favour’d with the Light 
of Gon’s Countenance, to her abundant Joy,and remains fo. 

As to my People in general, there has been, and I hope re- 
mains a Reformation in many Relpects which might be menti- 
oned. And my Thoughts of the /Varé of GOD among us are 
ftill the fame, That it calls for a publick Acknowledgement to 
the Praifenf GOD ; notwithftanding fome Diforders and Er- 
rors there may be in the Land. Can we not diftinguith be- 
tween that which is of GOD and that which is wot ? Shall 
we fay there is xo Wheat becaufe there are Tares and Chaff ? 
The Work proves it felf : and thofe that have experienc’d it 
on their own Souls, doubtlefs are beft able to fay how it is. 
Let our carnef? Prayer be to the GOD ef all Grace that where 
he has begun it, he would carry it on, and begin it where it is 
not begun ; that the Aiugdoms of this World may become the 
Kingdom of oUR BLESSED LoRp ANpb SAviour Jesus 
Curist ; that he would go on ina Way of Mercy to pour 
out HIs SPIRIT upon us, and of Azs Biejjing upon our Chil- 
dren ; that we may all know the Lorp from the elde/ to 
the younge/? ; and may be ready and prepared asa Bride for 
bis coming: 

Iam your Brother in the Miniftry of the Gofpel. 
Reading, “fune 30th. 1743. Daniel Putnam. 


No. XI. Frou the Rev. Mr. Peasopy, Paftor of the 
Church in Natick, in the County of Middlefex. 
Natick, July 4th. 1743. 
S to my own Thoughts of the prefent Day ; 1 freely pro- 
fefs, that I believe there has been @ very remarkable and 
gtorious Work of GOD in manyParts of thisLand of late Years, 
and it is flill in fome Mea/ure going on : altho’ at the fame 
‘Time, I believe Gop has permitted fome, through an over- 
heated Zeal, to do thofe Things which have very much hin- 
dred the Progrefs of this good Work, particularly by prejudi- 
cing People againft their own Paftors, encouraging Separa- 


tions, and encouraging Lay-Exhorters ; and laying too much’ 


Strefs on Crying out, on being under ftrong Convictions and 
then receiving Comfort, &c. I don’t look on thete Things as 
any Part of the good Work, For altho’ I hope and believe, 
that where thete extraordinary Things have been encouraged 

there 
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there have been fome favingly brought Home to Curist ; 
yet as far as I can poffibly inform may felf, there have been 
many more in Proportion favingly converted, where Min- 
fters and People have not encouraged fuch Things : And Iam 
fully perfwaded it will in Time appear evidently to be fo. 
There have been very obfervable Strivings of the ever BLESSED 
Spirit onthe Hearts of many, elpecially Young Pecple, in 
convincing and enlightening, and Lhope converting them; in 

y neighbouring ‘Vowns : as in Medfield, Dedham, Needham, 
Medway and Sherbourn, &c. where the Mintiters have been 
lively and faithful. And among my Jittle People, (1 would 

x1ention it to the Glory of the rich.Grace, and of the BLEs- 
sep Spirit of GOD) there have been very apparent Siriv- 
ings and Operations of the Hoty GuHost among Judians and 
Englifh, Young and Old, Alale and Female. There have been 
added to our Church (of fuch as I hope joall be faved) about fifty 
Per fons of different Nations, /ince the Beginning of laf March 
was two Years, whofe Lives in general witness to the Sincerity of 
their Profeffion. Here,we have never had any crying out ia 
an extraordinary Manner, but the HoLy Spirits has been 
pleafed to work in @ mare calm TVay , but [hope effectually. 
But I muf mention it, altho’ with Sorrow, that tor fome 
Months paft (altho’ fome are under powerful Operations) yet 
there has not appeared fo much of the genuine Operaiions of 
the Spirit as heretofore ; People’s Minds have feemed and 
do feem too much taken up with di/puting about Perfons and 
Things ; fome are for oneMinifter and fume for another,and 
fome | think may fay can’t bear foundDoétrine ; which with 
us,has arifen (as I apprehend) from tome ignorant & erroneous 
Perfons who have fpread & propagated corruptDoctrines ; as 
a Specimen of this they fay I preach dangerous Doctrines 
becaufe I have preach’d that a Perjon may becomverted and not 
certainly know it, &c. 

Upon the whole then, Lam humbly of Opinion, that as 
there ought to be a publick ATTESTATION fo the glorious 
Work of divine Grace among us ; fo it ought to be iu @777 city 
confidered, and fo diftinguijhed from what is a Dithonour to it ; 
that all may know what we underftand by the J? tré of GOD 
among us; anda full explicit Te/frmoxy ought to be bora by 
you againft all fuch Things, as in any Meafure tend to bom il 
or hinder the Work of GOD amongus: And I believe the 
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Finally, I earneftly pray that the glorious Hr an of the 
Church will vouchfate his gracious Prefence and particular 
Influence and Dire€tion to, and with you, in what is before 
you ; and that you and all of us may be owned and honoured 
as Inftruments in his Hands, of promoting his Intereft and 
Glory here, that fo we may have the Reward of | taithful 
Servants hereafter. I am your Brother and Servant, 

Oliver Peabody. 

P. 8. I would particularly remark that fume with whom 

I have converfed date their Convié?1ons which have been 
ftill carried on without any great Intermiffion, before 
ever Mr. Whitefield came hither. And alfo that about 
fifteen Years ago we had fomething like this, at Natick. 


No. XII. From the Rev. Afr. Tucke, Paftor of the Church in 
Gofport, on the Ifle of Shoals, in the Province of New- 
HAMPSHIRE. 

EEING in theBo/fonGazette of the 31ft of May laft anInti- 

mation that it is defired and propofed by a Number of A/i- 
nifters in Town and Country,that fuch of their Brethren as are 
per {waded there has of late been a happy Revival of Religion, thro’ 
an extraordinary divinelnfiuence, in many Parts of this Land,and 
are concerned for the Honour and Progrefs of this remarkable 

Work of GOD, may have an Interview at Bofion the Day after 

the approaching Commencement, to confider &%c. But if any 

who heartily concur in the End and Defign of this Propofal,be 
hindred in Providence from giving their Prefence at this de- 
figned Interview, it is earnettly defired they would fend their 

ATTESTATIONS & communicate their Tho’ts teafonably in 

writing. According to this Defire & Propofal I had defign’d 

to be at the /nterview,butProvidence is now fending Sicknefs 

into my Family, fo that I can’t be in Boffen this Ww eck, I 

therefore fend my Thoughts in writing. 

L acknowledee the Work in this Land to be a ble Jed Work . of 
GOD: And / believe that it is the Duty of Curis T's Alini- 
fiers to givean open conjunt? TESTIMONY unto it. Lapprehend 
there are in one Place & inanother certain abominable Antine- 
mian, Arminian,Socini lan » Pelagian, Familifiical,&c. Errors.and 
fomeDi (orders iv Pragticewhich ought to betettify’dagainft.--- 


We have a Revival of Religion among us. I beg your Prayers 
for my Family,my People, &myfelf. Lam with al | dueRegards, 
Your humble Servant, a 
G-fport, July 4th 1743- (To be continued 
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